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Borgen:  
Power & Glory
Netflix • season one available 
from Thurs 2 Jun DRAMA

It’s been nine years since we last 
saw Denmark’s first female Prime 
Minister, Birgitte Nyborg, and  
her former spin doctor, Katrine 
Fønsmark, but they’re back in a 
new series of the political drama.

While Katrine is about to take 
up a new job as the news director 
of ailing station TV1, Birgitte’s just 
been appointed minister for 
foreign affairs. 

But when a Canadian 
company finds oil near a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
site in Greenland, fervent 
environmentalist Birgitte is 
concerned. Greenland is 
keen to exploit the resource, 
although it soon emerges that  
the oil company has some 
unsavoury Russian connections 
as an international power struggle 
in the Arctic also plays out.

‘The whole geopolitical debate 
about the Arctic is such a hot 
topic,’ says Birgitte Hjort 
Sørensen, 40, who plays Katrine. 
‘When they told me the plot,  
I thought this is a story that needs 

NEW

to be told – and if it’s in a Borgen 
setting, that’s even more perfect.’

Borgen first aired in 2010, and 
playing journalist Katrine was a 
breakthrough role for Birgitte. The 
drama was also successful abroad 
and helped launch her career 
outside Denmark. But when it 
ended after three seasons in 2013, 
she never thought it would return.

‘I was convinced it was the end, 

because the Danish Broadcasting 
Corporation never did season 
after season. And I’ve said many 
times in interviews there won’t be 
another series. Then they called 
me a couple of years ago saying 
they’re thinking about bringing it 
back. I jumped at the chance.’

Birgitte’s roles since Borgen 
have included Pitch Perfect 2  
and Game Of Thrones. But it was 

while playing Andy Warhol’s  
muse in HBO’s Vinyl, set in New 
York during the 1970s, that she 
discovered executive producer 
Mick Jagger was a fan!

‘It’s the most starstruck I’ve 
ever been. He came up to me  
at the lunch buffet on set and 
said, “I never actually introduced 
myself, but I’m a big Borgen fan.”’

Nick Fiaca

On 5 June, 2020, Bibaa Henry, 
Nicole Smallman and a group of 
friends had spent the evening  
in a north west London park, 
celebrating Bibaa’s birthday. 

Twenty-four hours later, they 
hadn’t returned home, 
but the Met police didn’t 
seem to be taking it 
seriously. Instead, family 
and friends coordinated 
efforts to search the 
park and on 7 June, Nicole’s 
boyfriend discovered their bodies.

Their murders received little 
coverage, until it was revealed two 
officers who were supposed to be 
safeguarding the scene had taken 
selfies and shared them among 
colleagues. ‘Within a couple of 

weeks, everyone knew who 
Sarah Everard was,’ says 

Mina Smallman, Bibaa 
and Nicole’s mother. 
‘But nothing about 
our girls. In fact,  
the only time they 
became of interest 
was the scandal.’
In this moving one-

off, Mina is joined by 

Stacey Dooley, who follows the 
murder case through court and 
then the trial of the two officers. 
She gets a first-hand view of life  
at the centre of tragedy, and we 
also see Mina and husband Chris 
talk about how they feel race has 
been an ongoing element in the 
police’s handling of the case and 
the media response.

What Mina – who 
was Britain’s first black 
female Archdeacon – 
hopes is the film will 
help bring about not 
just institutional change 

in the Met, but in society at large. 
‘Not everybody is up for being  
an activist in a public way,’ she 
says. ‘But everybody can make a 
difference in their own home, their 
communities, their workplaces. 

‘You need to speak up for “the 
other.” Because when a woman 
shouts misogyny, the misogynistic 
say, “You’re hypersensitive.” If a 
black person says, “Racism,” they 
reply, “Oh, very touchy.” And it’s 
the same with people who are gay, 
disabled, or whoever. Sometimes 
we sit in an environment, and we 
do not like what has been said. 
Calling it out is what I want to 
happen. Let’s call it out.’

Graham Kibble-White
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An oil discovery sparks  
an international power 

struggle in the Arctic

Two Daughters
BBC2 • Sunday FACTUAL

Stacey 
Dooley 

meets Chris 
and Mina

Sisters Bibaa 
and Nicole

Former PM Birgitte 
Nyborg (Sidse 

Babett Knudsen)
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Mina Smallman opens up on 
camera about the murder of 

her children, Bibaa and Nicole


