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WHAT TO

WATCH

! Amanda Burton returns as Professor Sam Ryan

Good news for fans of the 
forensics drama who miss 
pathologist Professor Sam 
Ryan (Amanda Burton), 
who abandoned the Lyell 
laboratory in 2004 to 
return to Northern 
Ireland, as Burton returns 
to mark the world’s 
longest-running crime 
drama’s 25th series.

Ryan now runs a global 
medical data company 
with her husband, Jomo 
Mashaba (Hugh Quarshie), 
and they are on the cusp 
of signing a lucrative, and 
controversial, contract 
with the UK government  
for the introduction of 
medical passports. 
However, when Jomo is 
injured in a fatal attack  
on the health secretary  
(cue great use of 
Liverpool’s rejuvenated 

dockside locations), Sam 
must as for the Lyell’s help 
– but who was the target,  
the minister or Jomo?

What follows is a nicely 
convoluted drama with 
forensics facts aplenty 
plus a bundle of complex 
plot twists as just about 
everybody – including 
Ryan – appears shifty, 
while furtive looks are 
exchanged between  
Lyell colleagues Nikki 
(Emilia Fox) and Jack 
(David Caves) as they 
continue their !irtation 
from last series.

The pathologists 
discover things quick 
smart, as always (if only 
police work proceeded at 
the same pace in reality); 
the gripping story 
concludes tomorrow. 
Veronica Lee

SILENT WITNESS
BBC One, 9pm

PREHISTORIC 
PLANET
Apple TV+

Sir David Attenborough 
narrates this sumptuous 
"ve-episode series 
(shown on successive 
nights) recreating the 
time when dinosaurs 
roamed. Made by the 
producers of Planet Earth, 
it combines palaeontology 
and wildlife "lm-making 
to paint a picture of Earth 
66 million years ago. 
Tonight’s episode 
includes the mighty 
Mosasaurus, the ocean’s 
deadliest predator.

MPS UNDER 
THREAT: 

DISPATCHES
Channel 4, 7.30pm

In the past six years,  
two MPs – Jo Cox and 
David Amess – have been 

murdered as they took 
part in the everyday 
democratic process of 
meeting with their local 
constituents; their killers 
may have been extremists 
but this chilling report 
reveals that MPs face 
constant threats and 
abuse. It’s presented by 
Cox’s sister, Kim 
Leadbeater, who was 
elected in 2021 in the seat 
Cox had represented.

WALDEMAR 
JANUSZCZAK: 

MY UKRAINIAN 
JOURNEY

Sky Arts, 7.25pm

The art critic travels to 
Ukraine to assess the 
e$ect of the Russian 
invasion on its cultural 
heritage, after its culture 

ministry accused Russia 
of deliberately targeting 
more than 200 heritage 
sites – a number that, 
sadly, looks likely to grow.

LONG LOST 
FAMILY: BORN 

WITHOUT TRACE
ITV, 9pm

This new series (airing 
three nights this week) is 
certain to be another 
tear-jerker as Davina 
McCall and Nicky 
Campbell attempt to 
reunite foundlings with 
their birth families, using 
DNA technology. Among 
stories being told tonight 

are those of Andy, who 
was left on church steps in 
1965 and Natasha, found 
in a hospital toilet in 1989.

SECRETS OF 
SIZE: ATOMS TO 
SUPERGALAXIES

BBC Four, 9pm

The second of this 
mind-expanding two-
parter explores the largest 
known cosmic structures. 
Scientist Jim Al-Khalili 
accessibly describes the 
heliosphere, the cloud  
of plasma surrounding  
the solar system and the 
black hole at the centre  
of the Milky Way.

TROY DEENEY: 
WHERE’S MY 

HISTORY?
Channel 4, 10pm

Birmingham City striker 
Troy Deeney is fronting  
a campaign to make the 
teaching of black, Asian 
and minority ethnic 
history mandatory in 
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