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The awful truth

TV editor Alison Graham applauds —and sheds tears over —
a heart-breakingly good piece of documentary making

There was a moment in Wednesday’s
BBC1 documentary Evicted, part of
the channel’s No Home season, when
I was fairly sure my heart cracked
open. It was when gentle, smiling

. "\ | teenager Sarah Marriott, a schoolgirl
who lives W1th her family in a dismal hostel for the
homeless, talked about her evening meal. Because
the hostel has no cooking facilities, Sarah leaves

a can of beans and sausages on aradiator in the
morning in the hope that it will be sufficiently warm

spend most of the programme trudging around
Somerset, shunted from one

social services area to the next in the face of
official indifference, as their father desperately
tries to find them shelter so they can all stay
together as a family. His remorseless displays

of optimism in front of his wife and children

are heartbreaking, as are his herculean efforts to
reassure Charlotte’s mother, who’s on medication
for mental health problems and literally tears out
her hair with stress and desperation.
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families to tell their own stories. All three are wise
and old beyond their years because they have to be.
Young Charlotte does her homework in the
bathroom of a friend’s house because that’s the only
place she can find any peace. And this 1s when things
2 are going well for Charlotte and her family. They

brilliant and passionate documentary of the type
that I was beginning to think wasn’t made any more.
[t sheds a powerful spotlight on dreadful social
injustice and never allows its central message to be
diluted by silly reconstructions or superfluous
contributors. Every single word counts.



